[Pulmonary function at the early stage after bone marrow transplantation].
Twenty-one patients, aged 16-41 years, were prospectively followed for pulmonary function prior to and up to nine months after bone marrow transplantation (BMT). All patients had normal radiographs and no clinical signs of pulmonary disease. The FEV1.0%, V25, and of V50/V25 were within the normal ranges for all patients. Percent vital capacity (%VC) and percent diffusing capacity of lung for CO (% DLco) dropped progressively in most of the patients up to 9 months following BMT. Pulmonary function decreased earlier in patients with GVHD as well as patients who received total body irradiation either at a high dose rate (10 cGy/min) or a high lung dose (12 Gy). These asymptomatic declines in pulmonary function were measured by frequent tests of lung function.